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NEAR EAST/NORTH AFRICA REPORT 


No. 2029 


BALUCHESTAN: POLITICAL, GEOGRAPHIC, HISTORICAL APPRAISAL 


Tehran AYANDEGAN in Persian 22, 23, 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 Jul 79, 
1, 2 Aug 79 


{22 Jul 79, pp 5,8] 


[Text] The province of Sistan-Baluchestan, for various reasons, has been 
Iran's most deprived and problematic region. First, because of its remoteness 
and lack of centralizing facilities. Second, because of climatic and geogra- 
phic conditions, this desert land requires more jobs and funds for development. 
Third, the culture and world outlook of its people, during the despicable 
history of the Shah's regime, have, time and time again, served as a pretext 
for aggression and contempt by egocentric and discriminatory Iranian govern 


Chronic oppression by former Iranian governments has now made the situation 
highly explosive in Baluchestan. And now that the Islamic Revolution provides 
the opportunity of liberation for Iran's oppressed ethnic groups, the Baluchis, 
too, wish to use that “talisman” in order to throw off the heavy burden of 


and work. The Baluchis wish to speak their own language, a which, 
for centuries, has been considered a foreign tongue by rulers and has always 
been suppressed. 


At present the Baluchis wish to cultivate their dry farmland. They resent 
their people's forced vagrancy and wanderings. 


The Baluchis wish to speak, read, and write their own language, and wear their 
national garb. However, while the Baluchis wish to preserve their ethnic 
characteristics, they also wish to remain Iranian. 


When, in the remote village of Khash or the sandy Sarbez you see a miserable 
Baluchi coming out of his dwelling and inviting you to join him in a meal, 
you wonder why wealthy officials cruelly brand him a bandit, a highway robber, 
a savage, while he who hardly owns anything besides woven mats and is starving 
himself, is civilized enough to dispense hospitality. 
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The names of Baluchi villages, Shuregaz ["Growing in Salt Marshes"), 
Tallesiah ["Black Heap"], Shahresukhteh ["Bumit Town"], etc. reflect 
the calamities they have suffered. 


In Saravan, while the only ice-making plant has been shut down for same 
time, the town is full of goods imported through the port” ([Chabahar] 
and across the border. Among the assortment of lwairy items, there are 
electrical appliances, machine-made rugs, cowboy costumes, chic rubber 
shoes, eau de cologne, and perfumed soaps. This is the first point of 
encounter with the self-alienation of the Baluchi's culture. For example, 
in Chabahar, you can see a Baluchi student with a lei costume, wearing a 
foreign cologne, insisting that he is imitating the Persians. 


Throughout Baluchestan, finding employment is rare. Except for 20 percent 
of its population engaged in farming, and a smaller percentage working 

as petty traders, storekeepers, and employees, the rest, especially lately, 
have been engaging, on a massive scale, in smuggling goods. Because of its 
pervasiveness and chronicity, smuggling in Baluchestan has come to be viewed 
as a regular and mostly honorable occupation. For long years and under all 
oe the only thing the Beluchi has managed to preserve has been his 


In Baluchestan we can never observe concentrated power: various agents and 
elements are wielding power, namely: 


The Mowlavis [dervishes] who exert religious influence among the people; 
the Sardars [military leaders], and Khans [tribal chiefs] who control the 
people politically; bandits and highway robbers who, by instilling fear 
in the people, extort tributes from them, or strip them naked at every 
mountain slope. 





However, there are always disputes and scuffles within these power structures 
themselves. Thus, some time ago, an armed conflict burst out between 2 large 
+ribes over a simple and commonplace matter. Peace was restored only after 

the intercession of Sardars. 


For the Baluchi, there are no borders: despite strict restrictions imposed 
by govermments, because of cultural, religious, and political affinities, 
Iranian, Pakistani, and Afghan Baluchis regularly cross over one another's 
borders. What is more, many Baluchis possess 3 I.D. cards: Iranian, 
Pakistani, and Afghan. 


The worst crime of the Pahlavi regime vis-a-vis the Baluchis has been to 
leave them uninformed of the political developments and problems of the day: 
the Pahlavi regime was afraid to enlighten the Baluchis and knew full well 
that a Baluchi awakening would mean the end of the chronic tyranny and exploi- 
tation in that region. Keeping the Baluchis unenlightened in political matters 
and brainwashing them with “reverence for the Shah" by the former regime re- 
presents the problem of today's Baluchestan, a problem which can be easily 
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eradicatec’ by respecting Baluchi rights and gaining their confidence. The 
series of articles entitled "Baluchestan: Land of Oppression” describe the 
features of today's Baluchestan with all the prevailing malevolence and 
hardships. To analyze such hardships is not to exacerbate them, although 


today, some interpret discussions of problems, shortcomings, and grievances 
as “efforts to sow dissensim” and “fanning up rebellions.” 


We are firmly convinced that it is absolutely imperative that we urgently 


historical documents the despotism of aggressors and their 
damestic stooges against the Baluchis go back to period of Anushirvan 
Sasani. 


the 
Sistan has been developed since the migration of the Saka tribe in 128 A.D. 
Legends refer to it as “the Land of Nimruz," 
Zahak to liberate the people and conquered that territory. 


. 
: 


Elsewhere, history recalls that Alexander the Great, during his military 
expedition to India, was confronted with the Baluchis and slightly wounded. 


During the Arab conquest of Iran, side by side with other oppressed Iranian 
peoples, the Baluchis fought the giant Arab imperialism. Finally, in 250 A.H. 
(871 A.D.] Ya'qub Leys, with the support of the Baluchis, inflicted a heavy 
blow to the Abba-side rule. 


The Delemyan and Ghaznavian dynasties, under pretext of “pacifying the 
region,” subjected the Baluchis to the worst massacres 


Later, Teymur Gorgani, known as Teymur Lang ([Teymur the Limping], in 800 A.H. 
(1421 A.D.], ravaged Baluchestan. Subsequently, the Safavids used a new 
pretext by invoking their Shiism, to deal a blow to the Sunnis, including 

the Baluchis. Sardar Gonja'elikhan dispatched troops to Baluchestan for 


purposes of slaughter. 


During the treacherous reign of the Qajars, the kings of that dynasty once 
more responded to the legitimate demands of the Baluchis with pitiless 
Slaughters and massacres. That is why the Baluchis still call every Persian 
and non-Baluchi a "“Qajar,? recalling the calamities and sorrows the 
Baluchis suffered under the Qajar regime. 























In 1256 A.H. [1877 A.D.] Mohammad Shah Qajar ordered his artillery 
commander, Habibollahkhan, to overpower Agakhan Mahalati, who, with England's 
support, had incited a rebellion in Baluchestan. In the course of this 
attack, they dastardly used the Naru'i Baluchi tribe as buffer. 


During the vizierate of Amir Kabir, government forces sent Tahmaseb Mirza, 
governor general of Kerman. to crush the Baluchis, and pacified Baluchestan 
by force. 


Nasreddin Shah, under pretext of subjugating Mohammad ‘Alikhan Sistani, who 


was aspiring to power in Bampur, shelled Bampur's fort. As a result, many 
Baluchis lost their iives. 


Finally, in 1287 A.H. [1908 A.D.) England's infamous plan led to the 
secession of Afghanistan and a portion of Iranian Baluchestan. 


Under the constitutional monarchy, when Easte-n Baluchestan (present 
Pakistan) and Afghanistan were within England's colonialist zone of influence, 
Baluchestan, intimidated by England's proteges, the Khans, hecame calm. 


In 1307 A.H. [1928 A.D.] Brigadier-General Amanollah Jahanbani and 
Davarpanah were commissioned to crush the Baluchis who had rebelled. 





During World War II, the Allies, by occupying Sistan-Baluchestan and paving 
the Kerman-Zahedan Road, took maximum advantage of that strategic area. 


Under Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, the feudalists and Khans had lost their privileges 
because of the emergence of imperialistic capitalism. They set about to 
became intermediaries among strugglers, brigands, and the gendarmerie. Their 
role in that connection was, on one hand, to subjugate the Baluchis, and, an 
the other hand, to connive with the government apparatus by sitting as repre- 
sentatives in the bogus Majles. The reactionary culture of “reverence for 
the Shah" among the Baluchis is a vestige of the infamous power of those 
Khans. 


“ow, the Baluchis, proud of their ethnicity and Iranian citizenship, wish 
to forestall the sad repetitio of their history and erase the effects of 
centuries of tyranny from their midst. 


Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz is the most influential religious leader of Baluchi 
Sunnites: many of the 600,000 residents of that province are his followers. 
Many educated Baluchi and Sistani young people compare him with Abmad 
Moftizadeh (a Kurdish leader) in terms of political flexibility. 


He lives in Zahedan on an avenue named after him. Except for a few residents who 


came to presen': petitions, there appear to be no guards to protect him in his 








We asked Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz about these plunderers. He answered: 


Enemies of the Islamic Republic 


Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz ruled out any possibility of conflict between Baluchis' 
Sumnites and Shiites, but pointed out that the accomplices of colonialists 
and opportunists supporting the Shah are enemies of the Islamic Republic. 


Concerning political forces which are active in Baluchestan, Mowlavi 
"Abdol'aziz named the Democratic Organization of the People of Baluchestan , 
whose members consist mostly of young people. As to the Organization of 
the People's Mojaheddin and the Organization of People's Fedayee Guerrillas, 
Mowlavi ‘Abdol'Aziz said that apparently they have no presence in Baluchestan. 


Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz did not stress the need to establish a constituents’ 
assembly and was convinced that the issue of “council of experts” and 
constituents' assembly represented a mere play on words: "The essential 
lies in acting and avoiding any loss to the Shiite and Sunni branches of 
Islam. The province of Sistan-Baluchestan will have 2 representatives in 
the Council of Experts, wh will cooperate with the government of the 
Islamic Republic and are supposed to defend Baluchi ethnic and religious 
rights. This, however, is contravened by Article 13 of the Draft Consti- 
tution. : 


"The ethnic and religious rights of Iranian Sunnites will be safeguarded 
only if Article 13 amits any reference to Shiites and Sumiites and merely 
stipulates that Iran's official religion shall be Islam, period: the Sunni 
branch of Islam has nearly 10 million adherents in Sistan-Baluchestan, 
Kordestan, Gonbad, Gorgan, Khorasan, and Iran's southern ports. Thus, 
making Shiism Iran's official religion will automatically make second class 
citizens out of these 10 million Iranians." 























Among Kurdish Sumni leaders, Mowlai ‘Abdol‘aziz prefers the tactics of 
Ahmad Moftizaieh. And here is what he said about Sheikt Ezzaddin Hoseyni: 


"I bel‘eve Hoseyni to be a good man, but he is a little brusque and displays 
excessive zeal in his actions." 


Autonomy Is Our Birthright 
Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz considers autonomy to be Sistani-Baluchi's birthright.: 


"We are not secessicnists. And it is not in our interests to be independent 
in all fields. Our goal is to see that the Baluchis make their own decisions 
in cultural and political fields, instead of being forced to accept decisions 
made in Tehran. We want to choose our own Governors General, Governors, amd 
administrators (although not our military officials). That is what the 


Baluchis mean by autonomy." 


In his opinion, the autonomous council chosen by the Baluchis should be 
fully empowered to appoint and discharge Baluchi Governors General and 
Governors. In the Draft Constitution the powers of such councils are vague 


offices and agencies, Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz had special views: 


“Baluchi government offices have not been purged as yet. Some of their 
directors must be prosecuted in tie Court. The army and the gendarmerie 
must be purged likewise. In Baluchestan the army has remained that same 
army of the former regime. It has remained intact because its leadership 


me regarding votes nor about the jurisprudence according to the Hanefite 
convicted individuals have had their sentences reduced on the basis of 


We Give Hope to the People 


Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz asserted he was unaware of the likelihood of treasonable 
intrigues by U.S. imperialist organizations. He considered a greater 
danger stemming from supporters of the Shah among the military. 


As to the Iranian Communists, Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz emphasized: “They are 
backed by no religion and are only bent on achieving their goals. They 
enjoy freedam of action, but they should not undermine the Islamic 
Republic." 











Con cerning govermment development projects in Sistan-Baluchestan, Mowlavi 
"Apdol'aziz declared: 


The govermment must eliminate unemployment by establishing factories and 





About freedam of the press, Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz pointed out that he read 
no newspapers. Nor did he listen to the radio or watch television. His 


Im connection with the nationalization of banks, Mowlavi ‘Abdol'‘aziz stated: 
“Charging people with interest through any channel, whether through fees or 
otherwise, is prohibited’ by Islam. Besides, charging interest is incompatible 
with nationalization.” 


With rescard to the natimalization of industries, Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz 
indicated: “Other industries, both small and large, must be nationalized 
and people must be able to share their profits. Naturally this does not 
mean that legitimate property ownership should be rooted out. We are not 
like the Commmists.” 


Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz said he was uninformed of developments in Khorramshahr, 
but pointed out: 


"In view of the army's weakness in the region, agents provocateurs wish 
to involve us in the battle.” 


Govermment's Discrimination 


In closing Mowlavi ‘Abdol'aziz referred to government discriminatory 
policy, saying: “They are striving to promote Shiism and this issue 
divides Iran's Moslems. We wish the Islamic Republic to recognize both 








Yusef Mohammad is a secondary school student in the Sacavan County, Balu- 
chestan. He is 18 and a Sumnite. He wears the Baluchi national garb and 
speaks Persian with a Baluchi accent. 


- What's the status of education in Saravan? 


~ Saravan has only 1 secondary school, the Baluchi Secondary Schcol. It has 
few scudents. Many of these students drop out before graduating and take up 
jobs because of the precarious situation of their families. 


- What changes have been made after the Revolution in educational and 
cultural policies by school officiais? 


- Initially school officials threatened us with imprisorment if we wore 
Baluchi garb. They have also flooded us with pro-Shah propaganda. If they 


have the slightest suspicion that a Baluchi is opposed to the Shah, they 
would turn him over to SAVAK. 


- What are your own leanings in terms of views and aspirations? 

- I know that the Shah took everything from the Baluchis and plundered then. 
Even before the Revolution, I had beer. opposed to the Shah, but I did not 
dare show it.” 

- What's your family situatio? 

- My father passed away 2 years ago. I have a brother who went to Kuwait 
to seek employment. Since the start of Summer when I became wnemployed, I 
wave been working with a friend of mine who is erecting a building. I am 
earning 40 Tumans 2 daywhich covers my mother's and my own expenses. 

- What are your monthly expenses? 

- Weare frugal and thrifty: we can manage o 400-500 Tumans a month 
because we have no electricity, no refrigerator, and no electric fan ... 
We own a cow whose milk we sell every morning at 5 Tumans. 


- Have yc: been to Tehran yet? 


- No: I'd like very much to go there, but can't afford it. Thus far, 
except for Khash and Iranshahr and a few surrounding areas, I have been 
nowhere. 











~ What's your daily recreation and hobby i:: this tow? 


~ > ‘vavan has no recreational facilities. It oly has a park. That's why 
many “ocal young people are addicted to hashish which they buy at a low price. 


When mo. working, my cnly hobby is reading. 
~ What books “+o you reac? 


~ Books by Jalalo.<tmad, Samad Behrangi, Hamid Mownani, Darvishian, Qodsi 


~ What did you & during —~ recent Revolutim? 


~ In Saravan there was no trace .. the Revolution because the former Shah 





Shiites and Persians (who were supporters of Khoswevni) with sticks and clus, 
and drive them out. 


~ What role did Sumi religious leaders . ay quwing the Revolution? 


~ Same of the Mowlavis were good, but otiv: were mercenaries paid by the 
goverment and SAVAK. Bven in schools, on the cocasions of 4 and 6 Aban 
(26 amd 28 October) they were engaged in pro-Shah propagarida. 


~ Unfortunately, as a result of the former regime's propaganda, sane of our 


Thus cur town's doors and walls are scribbled with many pro-Shah slogans. 
Their lot has become worse than in the past. And, because they are unen- 
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Unemployed college grads have been promised work as instructors in rural 


schools. Other unemployed people have converged upon ports. Some of them 
have embarked upon smiggling, the rest are employed as porters and workers. 


{23 Jul 79, p 5] 


[Text] Unemployment and engaging in illegal activities, such as smuggling 
is t.e most obvious characteristic of Sistani-Baluchi towns, which strikes 
even the most casual visitor. Indeed agriculture is in a state of collapse 
and there are no industrial workshops or job-creating military bases. Asa 
matter of fact, there is not a single productim center, utilizing the 
energies of local residents in the entire Sistan-Baluchestan. 


That province includes large deserts and unproductive lands, as well as 
farmlands with large crevices indicative of the absence of water and rain 

and of an extreme "thirst." This is not due to climatic conditions, despite 
appearances to the contrary: geological surveys have proved that Sistan- 
Baluchestan, in spite of its warn and sunny climate, is agriculturally 
Suitable for the raising of many grains and vegetables. This was demonstrated 
by a protege of the defunct reyjime, who, having special facilities avaaiable 
to him, was able tw establish the largest farmlands in Sistan-Baluchestan 
around the Hirmand River. 


Smuggling, the Canmonest Occupation 


Because the Pahlavi regime followed U.S. policies aimed at eliminating local 
agriculture to make society as consumer oriented as possible, and because 
the Shah's notorious land reform was not implemented in Sistan-Baluchestan, 
destitute farmers had no choice but to abandon their lands and engage in 


smuggling and odd jobs to make a living. 


A imaller percentage of them did not wish to engage in vagrancy and 
smuggling on the roads: they moved to other Iranian towns or Persian Gulf 
Sheikhdoms, thus becoming vagrants in another form. 


Despite all the tyranny and calamities which successive goverrments have 
heaped on Sistanis-Baluchis, these tough and tenacious people have always 
preserved their pride. Throughout that province, the zest for life is 
strong among men, women, amd children. This "joie de vivre" is not apparent 
in the Baluchi's face, which reflects historical sufferings, nor in the 
uneasy silence of his farms and pastures, but in his keenness ard zeal 
which have tenaciously kept him "on his toes" for centuries. 


In Zahedan parks a group of 10-l2-years old boys with rumpled sacks, 


carry their since polishing paraphernalia, seeking customers and snatching 
"work" from one another. 
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Many of them accept money only in exchange for work and refuse alms. They 
Claim that they are students whose father has always worked, and that they 
are content in earning 10 Tumans a day in wages. 


There are many slogans scribbled on Zahedan's doors and walls, demanding 
jobs fram the govermment, Such as "Job, House, Freedom," "The Goverment 
Must Create Jobs with Factories and Companies,” etc. 


A railroad worker who claimed having 35 years' job experience and not having 
retired as yet, considered getting a government job as a Baluchi's greatest 
wish. A public bath attendant in Zahedan (who appeared not to have 
suffered financially from the recent Revolution, but who has opened a new 
public bath since the Revolution) said: "For Persians who have migrated 
to Baluchestan, say fran Isfahan, Birjand, and Kerman, who have adequate 
Capital for business investment, working in Baluchestan is most lucrative. 
However, poor Baluchis never seem to be able to amass adequate capital for 
business investments." 


Some 5-10 percent of Sistan-Baluchestan's residents make a living as 
storekeepers, grocers, and dealers in foreign coods. Foreign goods are 
mostly imported by land from Pakistan and by sea (especially from 
Hongking). The number of such stores, particularly in smaller towns of 
the province, i.e., Iranshahr, hash, Zabol, and Saravan, appear to be 
proportionately greater than their populations. 


Over the past year and during the start of the Revolution, the lack of 
Se ee eee ee eee oe ee 
negative econamic immact on the wor ee Indeed, 
first, goods have not been shipped to the port [Chabahar] as expeditiously as 
in the past. Second, shipping goods fram the port and border entailed 

the risk of highway robbers. Third, the number of travelers has been 
decreasing day by day. 


For these reasons, goods sold in stores are aimed at local consumers. They 
include fabrics and food staples. 


Some 70 percent of the Baluchis are dealers in amiggled goods, including 
weapons, beverages, narcotics, foreign made consumer and luxury iters. 

These dealers of foreign made smuggled goods are mostly quiet and unassertive 
individuals who have been forced to take up such an occupation because of the 
scarcity of other jcisi. There is no question that, if the govermment opens 
job producing centers, this segment of the population will be attracted to 
them because there is a strong desire among dealers of smuggled goods to 
give up smuggling as an occupation in order to free themselves from vagrancy, 
apprehension, and anxiety. 
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Darzadeh owns a department store of foreign goods in Iranshahr, Baluchestan. 
He is under 40. He says he has been a retail tradesman since his youth. In 
his conversations he sometimes uses English words. We found out that this 

Que to his socializing with Pakistani migrants and also to his short stay i 
Pakistan. We set about interviewing him right after he had finished praying 


- What's your religion? 

~- I ama Sumiite. But it doesn't make any difference: we are all Moslems. 
Here many Sunni men are married to Shiite wives. 

- Where do you buy your goods fram? 


- Once a week or once every 2 weeks I drive to Chabahar to buy items which 
are imported into that port. 


- From whom? 
- From an acquaintance of mine who is a broker. 


- What types of goods do you mostly buy? 


~ Whatever sells. I bring over 2 types of goods: those aimed at local 
residents and those aimed at passengers and travelers ... For example, 
European style clothes, toys, luxury items, tapes, binoculars, and 
groceries are expensive to buy and I am forced to sell them at a high price. 
And of course people grumble. 





- Do you also sell items such as beverages, opium, and hashish? 


- No, never. So long as there is an honorable occupation, a Baluchi will not 
take up smuggling. 


- Do you pay taxes to Cit’ Hall? 


- ges, our work is legal. However, the Baluchis paid fewer taxes to the Shah 
than any other Iranians because they had practically no lawful business or 
employment. They were mostly runaways or smugglers ... 


- In Baluchestan there are many plots to make the people pro-Shah. What are 
‘ur own views concerning the Shah? 


The Baluchis derived no benefit from the Shah. The Shah's father, Reza Shah, 
uad driven the Baluchis nuts. Davarpanah was a military man who subjected the 
Baluchis to much tyranny. The Baluchis would appreciate any government which 
would alleviate their hunger. However, over the past 6 months, with the new 
goverrment in power, the lot of the Baluchis has considerably worsened. All 
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activities have been halted. People think this situation will always re- 
main unchanged. They do not realize that the Shah was no blessing. 


- In your judgement, do you think Baluchestan should become autonomous or 
revert to its former status? 


- I do not believe in autonomy. I only know that we do not wish to be 
wr etched as under the Shah or to let the "Qajars"” (the Persians) make all 
the decisions regarding our fate. 


- Some claim that the Baluchis are secessionists. It is not in our interests 
to secede because we will grow weaker and, like Bahrain, will become a U.S. 
and British possession. 


- What's your opinion a propos of Pakistan and Afghan Baluchis? 


- Pakistani Baluchis, just like Iranian Ealuchis, are beset with similar 
problems. At present, swarms of Pakistani and Afghan Baluchis work here. 
We despise the Russians and Mohanmad Taraki for killing Afghan Baluchis. We 
feel likewise about Zia'olhag. He, too, is tyrannizing the Baluchis with 
much oppression. ‘Ali Butto was very good. The Iranian government should 
“ot have kept silent when Butto was executed. 


- What do you think of the present Islamic government? 

- The government hasn't done a thing for the Baluchis as yet. If the govern- 
ment respects our Caliphs, provides us with roads, factories, schools, 
offices, and fills our empty stomachs, why shouldn't we like it? I like 
Ayatollah Talegani very much. 


~- Do you consider it likely that Baluchestan will rebel like Kordestan? 





- Not at all. The Baluchis shall not be a party to a fratricidal war. However 
they will do whatever the Mowlavis [religious leaders] tell them to. 


- Are Communists active here? 


- There are certain young people called "the Democrats" ... Same people 
read their leaflets. 


vin 


(24 Jul 79, p 5] 


[Text] Inside black tents which are proliferating in the lap of deserts and 
the middle of mountains, we can see only women, children, and the elderly. 
Men and young people, because of their smuggling activities, are rarely seen 
in their hanes, with their children and wives: instead, they live a life 
fraught with danger and hardships away from their homes. Many of them have 
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been 
Sare smugglers have left their wives and children and moved to the desert, 
living in tents. They stated: "If the govermment wishes to halt our 
j , we shall move to other 
countries, such as Kuweit, Bahrain, and Pakistan." 


Zalwedan foresters are among employed workers of that province. They work 
at lowest wages fram 0600 to 1500 hours. What is more, they work in a 
desert environment where nights are icy and days are sizzling. 


These foresters’ job consists in planting shrubs and oak trees at a depth 
of 1 meter to forestall erosion which causes the greatest damage to farmlands 
and living quarters of the Baluchis. In addition, foresters have to provide 
daily care to shrubs to keep them in good condition. Their monthly wages 
amount to 800 Tumans. And they enjoy no other benefits, such as housing. 
allowance, allowance for dependents, and allowances stipulated in the 
employment law. With the victory of the Revolution, many of the more than 
50 foresters became unemployed right on the eve of the current Iranian 


New Year [21 March 1979]. Instead, they had all hoped to receive their 
yearly bonuses. 
In early Farvardin [21 March - 20 April) they staged a sit-in at the 


Zahedan's employment office, demanding jobs. The foresters’ job experience 
ranged from 6 to 11 years and their starting wages had been 10 Tumans a day. 
They stated that a forester's minimm pay should be 4U Tumans for 8 hours of 
daily work. 


Other workers in Sistan-Baluchestan are also dissatisfied with their work 
conditions and pay: workers of the Mana Comstruction Company and those of 
the Zahedan City Hall . They, too, strongly protested to the Labor Bureau, 
demanding an improvement of their work conditions. 


Unemployed Workers 


The Mana Construction Company (which appears to be government-owned, but, in 
fact, is a private company owned by agents of the former Iranian royal court) 
i$ lately as 6 months ago was still engaged in construction operations in 
Sistan-Baluchestan. However, with the start of the people's Revolution, 
instead of continuing its construction activities, it decided to dismiss 
vonstruction workers, who were mostly Baluchis-Sistanis, and even reduced 
their wages from 28 to 25 Tumans a day. Upon learning this news workers 
protested and succeeded in having their wages raised. Nevertheless, 4 months 
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ago that campany shut down and discharged all its workers. After several 
and futile search of other jobs, non-unionized workers 


Et 


The lot of Farmuj Company construction workers in Iranshair is similar to that 
of other Sistani-Baluchi workers. That is why last Ordibehesht [21 April- 


workday instead of 9 1/2 hours, double pay for work performed on holidays, 
and the disbursement of back pay and overtime pay which the company owned 
them. 


Through their pressures, unemployed Fanuj Company workers manage to remve 
fran office the director of Iranshahr's employment office. 


According to an analytical report in the local publication "War for the 
Liberation of Baluchestan's Working Class" 89 percent of all those who had 
migrated from Iranshahr's Espakeh district had left it for the purpose of 
securing employment . Of that portion, 17 percent moved to Pakistan and 

the Persian Gulf Sheikhdoms, 22 percent to other counties of Sistan-Balu- 
chestan, and the remainder to other Iranian cities. Out of 41] families in 
the village of'Isaabad, who consisted of small holders amd 2-3 other families, 
all are sharecroppers. Same 7 families moved to Kenarak to find jobs. Outside 
the Gomshad-e Zahi tribe, the period of work was 1 month and a maximm of 6 
and the maximum was 420 
tside the tribe received a daily 


A Guard for Disbanded Companies 


Between Iranshahr County and Bampur there are several construction companies. 
Most have shut down. The guard of one such company, Makran, who, in the 
past, had worked for the Sangin Construction Company, said: “The Sangin 
Company had 4,000 workers and built homes for military personnel in Balu- 
chestan. It paid its workers 30 Tumans a day which, compared to the wages of 
Specialists and engineers was insignificant. Workers had no insurance 
coverage. With the closing of that company, right on the eve of the Iranian 
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New Year, 4,000 workers lost their jobs. All of them became vagrants and 
disappeared. As for me, I came here to work as a guard.” 


Furthermore, the Sangin Construction Company , despite its potential import- 
ance in attracting local unemployed workers and carrying out construction 
work for the benefit of the Sistani-Baluchi people, has now closed dom and 
employs only a few quards. me of those guards spoke about that campany's 
modus operandi: 


"Prior to the Revoluticon's victory, the company's bresident, Engineer Raski, 
had fled because of his embezzlements. Other company officers, because of 
lack of security in the area, could not contime working in the company.” 
That 


guard stressed that, despite 4 years of experience, he was earning 
only 35 Tumans in wages and receiving no benefits whatsoever. Apparently 
that company might resume its work in the future. That is why the company 
had hired a guard. 


His family are living in a "lok" [a cave-like slum] and are most unhappy 


That company had been the contractor for a complex of 250 homes for government 


Only Factory Left Incanplete! 


Within 10 kilometers of Iranshahr a large textiie mill, the Baft-e Baluch, 
has been in the process of being built for the ,ast 3 years. Although that 
plant is already operative and has a capacity of 3,000 workers, it has 

shut down and has disappointed many local unemployed workers (who had been 
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agext Soon thet plant there ware several foreign companies in the aren, 


The the town of Khash, Balu- 
chestan, 45. He was born in Khash. He wears traditional Baluchi garb and 
is a Sunni of the Hanafi sect. In his small and dilapidated im which is 
being used to serve guests and the newly arrived, there are several plain 


- No. I was happier in the past. Whoever wished to go from Chabahar to 

Zahedan or from Chabahar towards the border -- travelers, 

engineers, soldiers -- all had to stay here overnight. Unfortunately, 
for same time now, roads have become so perilous in this area that nobody 
dares to pass through here. 


- In your judgment, to what do you attribute this lack of security? 


- In the past, authorities were fully capable of keeping in check these 
bandits and highway robbers. But now it seems as though there is no army 
or military personnel. Nobody bothers to enforce security. Right near our 
town of Khash there is a military outpost. But when, for 3 consecutive 
days, Khash was involved in skirmishes between 2 tribes, the military did 
not intervene at all. It took the Khans' intervention to have the 2 tribes 
reconciled, 


~ How are people's and your own relations with the Khanr ond Sardars? 
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- So long as the Khans prove helpful to the people, people want then. 
- How helpful are the Khans? 
- I have nothing to say about the current govermment because, frankly, I 


- We are for Islam all the way, but without any preferred status for either 
the Shiites or Sumnites. In Kh sh, our town, Shiites and Sunnites have 
lived side by side for years without any conflict or scuffles, because all 
and toilers. However, from the moment the govern 
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brains are not functioning, only his stomach is functioning. But if the 
govermment provides these people with employment, a way to make a living, 
and saves from misery and vagrancy, they would never utter the word 


[25 Jul 79, p 5) 


(Text) In Parvardin [21 March-20 April] same 500 unemployed workers of 
foreign construction companies stationed in Zahedan, as well as the workers 


In Zikshahr, a district of Chabahar, the military base has been shut. There 
is a date packing workshop whose construction has been left unfinished. 

















Kenarak, another township of C’abahar, had 4 companies: Sherkat-e Eskelah- 
Sazi, the Arfiruz construction company, the Mahak company (air base), and 
the electric power plant, whic: collectively employed 20,000 workers. 
According to an unemployed worker of the Mahak company, when these 4 firms 
started to operate in Kenarak, Kenarak had less than 5,000 residents. Since 
that time, unemployed workers from other towns flooded Kenarak. Same 
20,000 workers and their dependents had been attracted to these companies, 
a bakery, butcher shop, and hotel were built. That district boomed and was 
converted into a worker's towmship. 


The traffic of Iranian and Pakistani travelers to this area led to the 
building of garages and restaurants. Hence, many Kenarak residents 

abandoned their smuggling activities and started holding regular jobs. 
Kenarak became one of the most thriving townlet of Baluchestan and was 


growing every day. 

Same 20,000 unemployed in Kenarak 

With the outbreak of the Revolution, the growirg insecurity of the area, 
amd the successive closings of companies, Kenarak's jobless workers 


started to emigrate and take up odd jobs. Of Kenarak's 8 restaurants, cmly 
rest were forced to shut 
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Because of Kenarak's geographic location and its smaller southern district 
bordering the Sea of ‘Qnan, 30 of its residents are fishermen. Due to 
chronic problems plaguing their work, their efforts yield very little. In 
the port of Chabahar and around the Hirmand River there are also fishermen 
who make a living out of fishing. 





In Espakeh, another district of Chabahar, there is a textile mill owned by 
General Nader Jahanbani's sister. It used to employ local workers’ wives 
for embroidery. It paid 10 Tumans for every meter of embroidered fabric. 
A Baluchi woman who used to work in that workshop (and with whom we have 
been able to talk through a local Baluchi) said: 


"Workers' wives were unable to embroider more than 2 meters of fabrics a 
day.” 


In addition to unemployed Iranian workers, many unemployed Afghan workers 
and migrants have come to the Iranian Baluchestan which is calm as compared 
to Afghanistan. There are also same unemployed Pakistani workers. 


But unemployment is not limited to illiterate Baluchis. Unemployed 
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college graduates have, for a long time, experienced hardships in finding 
jots. They are demanding the establishment of a technical school and a 

teachers' college to continue their studies in their chosen fields. Many 
of then are willing to be employed as instructors in villages, i.e. in 

villages which desire sympathetic instructors for cultural and political 
‘escort 


Villages Affected by Drought 


While a few major cities in Sistan-Baluchestan possess conveniences and 
facilities, its villages reflect the most rudimentary forms of living and 
look like drought-affected areas. 


The Saravan villages, many of which are located near the Pakistani border, 

because of this very backwardness, compare unfavorably with border Pakistani 
towns and villages as the latter enjoy relatively better facilities. The 

village of Kalegazan, the nearest to Saravan, lacks electricity. A small 

section of the village, inhabited by relatively well-to-do families enjoys 
piped water because of proximity to the town of Saravan. 


The village has 1,400 residents, 10 percent of whom are farmers. There are 
only 3 grocery stores in the village, which meet residents’ basic needs. 


Whenever malaria and other heat-related diseases break out, because of 

lack of health facilities in the village, villagers must go to Saravan 
health bureau, usually on horse, mule, or donkey, or by motorcycle, using 
unpaved, rocky, and twisted roads. Saravan is located 3 kilometers fran 
the village. When villagers’ children complete their fifth grade of elemen- 
tary school, they must attend Saravan's guidance school to contime their 
studies. The village 's 2 elementary schools have a total of 10 instructors, 
most of whom are Baluchis. There are 300 students in the village, most of 
whan are from middle class families. Low income families send their children 
to work in various places. 


The occupation of 70 percent of the residents consists in selling smuggled 
.tems imported from Pakistan. Except for peasants, the rest of the men have 
to work in neighboring locales, especially Dubai. 


Trials in the village are being carried out by small Mowlavis [religious 
leaders) who are similar to “Akhunds" among the Shiites. From talking to 
the residents it was obvious that, because of unsafe conditions, most villag- 
ers had weapons at home. 


Another village, Kalehjahladpa'in, is within 3 kilometers from Saravan. 
Because of its dry air, it has qly 100 residents. There are 20 farmers 

in the village. Same of these are migrants workers for others. However, in 
general, there are few young people in the village: most are old men, 
women, and children. They obtain their drinking water from wells. 
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That water contains various salts, including gypsum. The village has a few 
Students who go to school in the village of Kalehgazan. 


The village of Jobaluchan has 1,500 residents and is located within 1/2 
“farsakh" [unit of measure; 1 “farsakh" = 6 kilometers) of Saravan. A sand 
road comnects it to Saravan. Portions of that village closest to Saravan 
benefit from Saravan's electricity and piped water. Gahak is that village's 
poor district: its residents lead a primitive and lamentable life. 


There are widespread disputes among villagers over water and land. However, 
Contrary to what has been reported, most disputes are peacefully resolved. 
Many residents are not used to taking baths and, because of that lack of 
hygiene, they suffer from a variety of diseases. Near the village there is 
an underground canal surrounded with a wall. Whenever necessary, residents 
use it as a public bath. Such underground canals are the only places where 
Baluchi villagers can wash themselves. 


The Mowlavis in that village, like other Mowlavis in Baluchi villages, are 
paid by the people, up to 1,000 Tumans a month. Some of these Mowlavis 
perform the functions of nurse and physician, without drugs, but with 


prayers. 


In that village, as in most Baluchi villages, there is no public transportation 
for commuting to the city. Villagers must use bicycles, motocycles, and four- 
legged animals for transportation. 


Because of the lack of health facilities, every year, hundreds of Baluchi 
villagers die. And peyple are not trying 


maturely. The most which this province's health authorities have done to 
forestall diseases has been to distribute the malaria pesticide whose unplea- 
sant. odor has filled the village air and whose excessive use has completely 
whitened sane hames. 


: 
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In terms of animal husbandry, Jobaluchan does not fare well either, and the 
entire village has only 20 cows and 700 goats/sheep. 


Amushirvan Nadi is a motocycle repair worker in Kenarak, near Chabahar. For 
a short time, he has been operating a motocycle repair shop. His customers 
are mostly Baluchis who use a variety of motocycles because of the particular 
nature of local roads. 





~- What kind of work did you do before opening this store? 
~- I had been working 7 years with the Mahak company. 
- What was your position in that company? 
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- I was in charce of electrical engines. 
- How much did you earn? 

- Same 40 Tumans a day. 

~ What was the company’s line of business? 


~ Home building for employees as well as building an airport strip and a 
hangar for jets and Phantom aircraft at the Kenarak base. 


- Why did you leave that company? 


- The company had no longer use for me and I decided to leave. Those sons of a 
bitch didn't give me a panny out of the insurance and retirement funds, 
this 


which they had been regularly deducting my wages. Later I opened 
and because there were no such stores in the area, my business boomed. 


- Are you now making a good living? 


- At the begimning I used to earn 200 Tumans a day and bought a amall yard. 
Then I bought a car on an installment basis. My situation was improving 
because traffic was heavy and I had plenty of customers. However, since the 
Revolution, this whole place emptied in ome stroke. Companies closed down, 
business slumped, workers became unemployed, ami the situation changed by 
190 degrees ... If you now take a tour of the town, you'll see that there's 
not a single businesanan left in Kenarak. All are using their savings. I, 
myself, for the past 8 months now, have had no income whatsoever. I owed 
12,000 Twmans for the car. Its seller invited me to dinner. When the dinner 
was over, he accanpanied me to my home, repossessed the car and demanded his 
money | 


- Isn't there any place around here where you could lodge a complaint? 


- In the past there wire same officials who always sided with the rich. But 
mw there's nothing. This whole area has become very depressed and unsafe. 
Because of unemployment I have sent my wife and children to live with my 

relatives in LIranshahr, and have put up my house for sale. But, under 
present louzy conditions who's gonna buy a house? 


- What do unemployed people do to subsist? 


‘ Some catch fish, others have gone to Dubai and Abu Dhaby to seek jobs, 
still others are engaged in smuggling. 


- Are people also involved in farming? 


- Not. at all! You won't find a single fruit here. Water is salty here. They 

















have installed a pipeline here and brought water from a distance of 
8 “farsakhs." 
- What do you think about the present govermment? 


- I don't care what the goverrment consists of. But they must work far the 
people. Here people don't dare go out at night because they fear hichay 
robbers 


~ What should the role of goverrment be in this region? 

- The govermment must take away weapons from the Khans and the thugs, and 
have honest and peaceful local people maintain the safety and security of 
the region. 

- In your opinicn, what does the future hold for Baluchesta7 

~ All Baluchis residing in this province are not Iranian: there are also 
pockets of Pakistanis and Afghans. The lot of the Baluchis will improve 
when the Pakistani and Afghan Baluchestans are safe and secure. 

~- How are the Khans involved in Baluchis' life? 

~ Half of the Baluchis don't give a damn about the Khans. Another half, 


because of poverty and misery 2n remote villages, are forced to obey the 
Khans. 
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[27 Jul 79, p 5) 


[Text] Owning a camel is a sign of wealth among villagers and that is why 
in this poor village there are few camel owners. 


The feed of villagers’ livestock consists of alfalfa and dry grass. In 
Winter they give then all types of unusable dates and surplus food. 


It rains qmly 3 times a year. That water shortage has had adverse effects 
on the rural economy and farming. The major agricultural products are 
dates whose varieties ("Mozafati," "Rabi'i," "Shenshekan") yield an average 
of 300 kilograms a year to every farmer. This amount is not only insuffi- 
cient for sale, but equally inadequate to meet all the needs of a family for 
l year. Farmers harvest dates in early Fall. 


A family's daily food consists of bread and milk, bread, dates, and 
"felfelab" [mixture of loca! pepper and water, which is eaten with bread). 
Rice cannot be found in villages. It is consumed qmly on holidays and the 
New Year's Eve. Meat is consumed once every 3 months. 


In addition to dates, wheat, same barley, and grass are cultivated in 
villages. Vines and pomegranate trees are seldam seen in villages. 


Bakhshan and Hushak are 2 adjoining villages with 3,000 residents, within 
2 kilometers from Saravan. Unlike most Baluchi villages, they have no 
"Arbab" {a feudal chief, owning a farmland and employing peasants], but a 
Sardar [military leader] amd "Hakem" [religious leader] who own livestock 
and have traditionally influenced Baluchi views and ideas. 


To control the heat, residents have no electricity to use refrigerators, 
no ventilators, and no other facility. Thus they are forced to use a 
fabric made out of the leaves of palm trees, called "“gavatchin" ("fan") 
to cool themselves. 


Sune small holders and Sardars use “badgirs" ("vents") which have been 
built in front of their hames, to cool off their roams. 


Davarpanah is a village named after a tyrannical military commander. It has 
2,000 residents. In terms of agriculture it fares better than its adjoining 
villages. In addition to wheat and dates, farmers cultivate tomitoes and 
eggplants and even sell a portion of these on the Saravan market. 


lany residents sell the milk of their livestock to town storekeepers who 


n turn, use that milk to prepare dairy products and ice cream. The village 
is richer in manual industries. Many of the wives and daughters are skilled 


in \eaving mats and baskets. Rug weaving is not prevalent in the village, but 
sane women use sheep's wool to weave same garments such as stockings and hats. 
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Ziyarat is another village within 25 kilometers of Saravan. It has 1,000 
cesidents. In addition to cereals and dates, its farmers cultivate citrus 


fruit (oranges and lemons), apples, and vegetables. Every farmer works 
qm his plot and harvests its produce. 


The village gets its water from underground canals. Its water supply is 
iarge in relation to its small population and makes possible a more thri- 


The village was named Ziyarat ("pilgrimage") because it contains the tamnb 
of Haji Babadazagi who had been the village's religious leader. The tamb 
now serves as a shrine to the villagers. That shrine is surrounded with 
greenery and a lake. The villagers sacrifice many animals in that shrine 
to dedicate vows and cure ills. 


Apart from that shrine there are other tombs in Baluchi villages. The most 
famous among them is Pirgiaban. Villagers have covered the tomb with ma 
and pilgrims eat same of it to cure their ills! 


The village of Zaboli or Mags is located on a marshy road within 4-hour's 
car ride from Saravan. It has 4,500 residents and the general characteris- 
tics of all villages in Sistan-Baluchestan: water shortage, unemployment, 
and drought. Food staples which are sold there are minimal. 


There are several types of villagers’ dwellings: made of sun dried bricks, 
made of "luk" and temporary sheds. 


The impact of the province's mass unemployment can also be felt here. Many 
migrants who have lost jobs in towns are now unemployed in the village. 


The Mashkid River flows south of Zaboli. Because it dries up in Summer, 
it is practically useless to farmers and villagers. 


Zaboli is within 130 kilometers from Iranshahr and within 100 kilometers 
from Saravan. Because of water shortage Zaboli's farmlands do not meet 
the needs of its few peasants: only a small amount of dates, wheat, sun- 
flower, and corn are grown. Over 70 percent of residents, because of migra- 
tions to secure jobs, live autside the villages. 


The village has 10 stores, such as groceries, hardware stores, and tailor 
shops. There are also a few small goverrment offices . The village of 
Zaboli is a merger of 3 hamlets: Shashki, Behrabad, and Nokabad. 


Of the 3 Zaboli schools, 1 is a guidance school, and the 2 others are boys’ 
and girls' secondary schools. Students wishing to contime their studies 
must go to Iranshahr or Saravan. 














A few of them go to Saravan's large district of Gasht. Im any case, the 
absence of schools leading to the baccalaureate plays a major role in dis- 
couraging students fram continuing their studies. 


Over 3 years ago, a radiotelevision transmissim station was established 

in Zaboli. After only a few weeks of broadcasting it was permanently 
disbanded. Huge funds were expended out of the govermment's budget to 
install the station. A segment of the Zaboli residents had bought televi- 
sion sets. When the station closed down, the villagers were left with useless 
television sets. 


General Characteristics of Saravan Villages 


Out of the 500 Saravan villages, large, easily accessible, and remote, sane 
120 have schools, teachers, and literacy corps. They include: Gasht, 
Paskuh, Bamposht, Nahook, Golpuregan, Purkont, Dahvar, Mohanmadi, Espich, 
Kulu, Sibsuran, Dashtak, Kalehshahbaz, Kalatuk, Dazk, Kola (gal‘eh), Kuruk, 
Shakband, Koharmola, Kohandawud, Gantuk, Kohanmir, Ringja‘'i, Nagan, 

Siahan, etc." 


Villages located near the Mashkid River (which originates in the Birag 
Mountain north of Zaboli and the Irandegan Mountains) enjoy greater develop- 
“ment and are self-sufficient in terms of agricultural produce and livestock. 
Although the river has water only in Winter and Spring, villages located at 
a distance from that river suffer fram excessive droucht. A large segment 
of Saravan villagers belong to the "Azadi" ("Freedom") tribe whose members 
are the most deprived of villagers. Members of that tribe who, because of 
their traditional status in society, have the lowest income, are, in reality, 
of the same ethnic group than those who were constantly bought and sold as 
Slaves by Sardars. Nevertheless, as a result of change in production 
methods from slavery (serfdam) to landownership, and the widespread 
involvenent of Khans in animal husbandry and smuggling, this group of 
villagers with the lowest wages turned to service and work for the Sardars. 
Seme of them are still working more ar less as slaves without wages at the 
mercy of the Khans. 


Past relations (semi-feudal and semi~-slave-like) which existed between the 
Sardars and the population of many Sistani-Baluchi villages, caused the 
"“Azadis," because of their race (their skin is darker than that of other 
Baluchis) to always be denigrated and ostracized by others, especially by- 
fardars, so that even choosing a wife and blood ties with the "Azadis" 
ere considered unconventional and nontraditional. What to a very great 
xtent has helped to save the Azadis fran exploitation and the constraints 
amposed by the “Arbabs” was the attraction of some of them to centers of 
employment, especially local companies and workshops: that reduced to a 
minimum their subservience to the Sardars. 
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Qne of the scourges plaguing the villagers is the existence of indigenous 
usurers who, by charging exorbitant interest on loans granted to villagers, 
exploit them. It has been observed that some villagers, because they had 
been unable to repay loans, become runaways. 


Recently the Baluchi Court of the Islamic Revolution arrested and prosecuted 
2 local usuers, thus taking a positive step in purging these parasites 

from among the Baluchi people. But still worse is the seasonal scourge 

of grasshoppers' attackson fields of wheat and other crops: many a time, 
such attacks have ruined the villagers. 


ake 


Kiya is an old fisherman on the shore of the Sea of ‘Oman in Chabahar. He has 
stretched out in the shade and stares at the sea. 


He says that since childhood he has always been involved with the sea. 


- Can you make a living by catching fish? 


- I don't have too many expenses. I own a hut and live with my family. We 
fill our stomachs with tish . When we have no fish, we eat just bread. 


- Tell us about your background. How come you became a fisherman? 


- We were 10 families living in 10 muts. We were all fishermen. Now, out 
of those 10 families, only my family remains. 


- How do you catch fish? 


_ I no longer have the stamina to catch fish. That is, it's been 10 years 

Since I gave it up. Those times are gone ... Now I merely sit at the sea- 
shore. When a fisherman returns from the sea and pulls the nets fram the 

sea, I manage to catch a few fish. Most of those fishermen have been my 

Own apprentices. 


- Do they sell you the fishar ... 


- No... No! They know what their moral duty is. In the past, when I was 
and 


young amd able to go deep sea fishing, I, too, was helping o incapa- 
Citated fishermen. 


- Has fishing been your only regular job? 


~- Except that for sane time when my situation was bad, I was forced to work 

for a company in Kenarak. I would then earn 30 Tumans a day. But when that 
company shut down, I returned to the sea ... I've been involved with the sea 
for the past 50 years. 
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- Is other fishermen's lot similar to yours? 


- Younger ones fare better. But apart from that we are all in the same boat. 
Some 30-40 fishermen throw their nets in the sea every evening. In the morning 
they pull their nets. Most of the time the net is empty. Sometimes a few 
fish get stuck at the bottom of the net. 


- Why do fishermen fare poorly here? 

- First of all, because in Summer the sea becomes “drunk” and drives away 
the fish. Second, because governments have never had any sympathy for our 
work and have not bothered to do anything about it. 

- Does your present lot differ fram that in the past? 

- Our lot has actually deteriorated. It seems as though Baluchestan has 
never been considered part of Iran: it has always been a cursed land where 
everything has been neglected. At least in the past, when the sea went mad 
and there was no fish, they would bring us dates from Tehran, they would 
bring barley for people's sheep, they would distribute clothing. But this 
year even that minimal aid has been suspended. 

~- What's your opinion about the situation in this region? 


~- Here, every robber and thug has gotten a rifle and has taken to the roads. 
And there's nobody to stop then... 


- How many children have you got? 

- Three sons. 

~- What are they doing? 

- They have left me to seek jobs in Dubai and its surroundings. 

- Why have they gone to Dubai? 

- So that we are not farced to become beggars. First me of than was selling 
cold drinks to travelers. But now no travelers are coming here any more. 
The Baluchis are not particular fond of the Persians, but when the Persians 
used to come to Baluchestan, business was booming. 

- In your judgment how will the Baluchi problem be resolved? 


- The Baluchis feel that everything must be solved with a rifle. In other 
words, it is this region's history that has molded such a mentality. If the 
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govermment wishes to save these Baluchis, it must first assist them so that 
they have enough to eat. Why shouldn't such a vast sea mke 30 fishermen 


- What did you do during the Revolution? 
- The Revolution was not for us ... I don't know. 


~ During these 50 years when you have been a fisherman, have you ever paid 
taxes to the goverment? 


~- You're kidding. Come on! It's the government that ought to have paid 
taxes to us! 


- Have you done your military service? 


- No. When I was eligible the govermment used to draft the Baluchis by force. 
What did the Baluchis need military service for? Military service to 
benefit whom? When they were considering employing me in a company, they 
demanded my draft completion card. When they realized I had not served, they 
gave me a job anyway. 











[28 Jul 79 p 6] 


[Text] Because of the villagers’ indigence, little money circulates among 
them. Instead, like in some primitive societies, barter transactions are 


Ccammonplace. 


Because Saravan is located on the same altitude as the Sea of ‘Qman, its 
Climate is warm and humid. In Summer winds sometimes cover house roofs 
Under the former Shah's regime, this scourge was never 
wisely dealt with: often storms caused the destruction of palm plantation 
and fields. Such storms are particularly frequent in Zabol. The Mashkid 
River, although dry in Summer, becomes a tempestuous torrent during many 
days in Winter and early Spring and even adjoining villages suffer fram the 


a type of rabid dogs, fram the wolf family, which devour sheep and other 


only a few districts and villages, including Gasht, Suran, and Aspich have 
such outposts. 


Villages are absolutely deprived of ice Ee ee 
need during most seasons. Except for very few small holders who are relatively 
well-to-do, the rest of villagers paged mage tg i a 
are used to drinking warm water. In some villages located close to towns, 

the children of Khans and ganall holders, who are literate, have written 

Slogans in the Baluchi language, which are inconsistent with the legitimate 
aspirations of the Baluchi people, such as: "O Merciful God, Keep Our Shah!" 


Such slogans are being scribbled on doors and walls of people, 95 percent 
of whan are completely illiterate. The educated among them are innocent of 
such deeds because, in general, they have all suffered under the Shah. 


Few mechanized farming equipment is available in Baluchi villages. Except 

for a few tractors owned by small holders and yielding 10 tons of produce 

a year, there is no other equipment. Likewise, mechanized irrigatim pumps 
are found only in Sistan, around the Hirmand River and the Hamon Lake, and 
are exclusively owned by a few influential small holders. 


Baluchi peasants frown upon dry farmlands which can be made productive only 
with rainfall.And few peasants will pin their hopes on such farmlands for 
the cultivation of their produce. Hence, in every village, they have exca- 
vated 1-2 underground canals to irrigate their farmlands. 




















of cereals; Bampur for corn; Nikshahr for rice, Benat and Nagur for citrus 
fruit; Chabahar for bananas. 


New Tactics of the Khans 


Out of the 2,500 Sistani-Baluchi villages, same 400 are concentrated 
around the counties of Iranshahr and Bampur. They share other characteristics 
of Baluchi villages, which we have described earlier. 


Turdan, Dahmir, Sa'idabad, Qasemabad, and Chahsardu are among villages which 
enjoy urban facilities because of their proximity to roads. The Makran 
Farming Stock Corporation, by monopolizing the farmlands of these villages 
and employing villagers as mercenaries, has been plundering this region's 
produce for the past 10 years and reflects the new tactics of the Khans, 
bent on profits and exploitation. 


It used mechanized farming equipment and very little human energy. After 
the victory of the Revolution, residents of these villages forcibly re- 
possessed the farmlands they had lost. Nevertheless, because there is fear 
of plundering robbers and no safety in harvesting their produce, most 
villagers have given up farming and have migrated elsewhere to seek jobs. 


Chahsardu is a village with 2,000 resiclents, half of wham live in 
temporary sheds made of straw, and the other half live in mud huts. There is 
a S-grade school in the village, but there are no public baths, health or 
other facilities.Along the sheds there is a kind of dwelling area called 
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"“kharkhaneh" [“thorn-house"], built by piling up desert thorns. They 
house the poorest residents. The per capita daily wages of these poor 
dwellers do not exceed 10 Tumans. Their major food consists of dates. They 
prepare a portion of their daily bread with the flour of dates. 


The situation in Sa'idabad, a village with 1,800 residents, is similar to 
that of Chahsarduand Qasemabad. It obtains its drinking water from wells. 
A villager who has been weary of his difficult life said: “Isn't Balu- 
chestan part of Iran? Why haven't they done a thing for us ths far? 

The only fruit of the Revolution has been to let a few Khans arm themselves. 
A few days ago they killed the son of Haji Dadkhoda (a resident) and fled. 
And there is nobody to redress people's grievances. Then how can they blame 
the Baluchis for arming themselves, becoming bandits, and taking their 
revenge? ..." 


Chahderaz is a camping site amid other villages of Bampur, Iranshahr, and 
Behtangiz. The only things found there were a well and a small roam built 
with stones along the road. 


Chahderaz campers who consist of several tribes, have all moved out to the 
greener area around the mountains, with their camels and herds, because 
this spot was completely without water and grass. Chahderaz is now deserted, 
but in Winter the nomads will return there. 


The Chahderaz tribes form a town of 7,000 people who are deprived of any 
Cultural, econamic, and health facilities. 


Next to Chahderaz, there is the village of 'Isaabad, called after ‘Isa 
Mobaraki, a famous sardar. ‘Isaabad is among the most thriving of Iranshahr's 
villages, where dates are easily cultivated. Wheat, corn, and rice are also 
cultivated. These farmlands' owners are small holders who use tractors. 
"Isaabad has 2 water pumps and an elementary school. 


‘Isa Mobaraki lives in that village, in a private building, with his armei 
entourage. He has several maidservants, slaves, and wives. His reiations 
with villagers are based on feudalism and semi-slavery. The same is true 
of relations between the "Arbab" and subjugated peasants: the Arbab owns 
water, land, and production facilities; the peasants are responsible for 
land tilling and cultivation. At harvest time 1/3 of the produce goes to 
swasants and the rest belongs to the Arbab. 


ne 


Cheragh Rigi, an official of Zahedan's Bureau of Roads, is now working on 
the Iranshahr-Chabahar Road. He said he was born in Zahedan and that in 
these days of widespread unemployment he has managed with much effort to 


remain in the Bureau of Roads. 














and covered up everything. So it appeared safe. But now that the Revolution 
has greatly reduced the profits of the Khans and highway robbers, they are 
making a display of their power so that they may, as in the past, rule over 

this oppressed nation. ne of my colleagues atthe Bureau of Roads who works 
on the Khash-Saravan Road, because of these unsafe conditions, has taken his 
wife and children inside a tent behind the mountains. He himself rides a 
motorcycle everyday to town and buys whatever he needs. 


In this region, if a non-Baluchi wishes to travel, he must be dressed «5 a 
Baluchi. Otherwise his trip will prove tragic. 














- Wha’ are the major opposing groups in Baluchestan? 


- Here local reactionary elements led by the Khans are the most influential. 
Many Baluchi young people oppose that grpup and clash with them. The Khans 
send thieves, hichway robbers and other agents provocateurs to burn the 


- What do you think of the Presidency? 


Iranian people, irrespective of whether he is a Shiite or Sunnite. 
~ What do you think of other Iranian sunnites? 


- The largest Sunni ethnic group in Iran in terms of population consists 
of the Kurds.The aspirations of the Baluchis are similar to those of the 
Kurds. The enemies of the Revolution and reactionary elements are striving 
to incite an internal war among various Iranian ethnic groups, just as they 
in other countries, serving the interests of the United States and 
Soviet Union. But Iranian ethnic groups are not hostile towards one 
another: all Iranians had been united against the Shah prior to the Revolution. 
The Shah's regime used to dupe same of the honest but uninformed Baluchis 
and, with promises instead of food would incite them against other ethnic 
groups. Just as in Zahedan, prior to the Revolution's victory, the Shah's 
stooges incited same Baluchis against demonstrators. 


- What are Komiteh members and Islamic guards doing here? 


~- The Baluchi people do not trust them because they are strangers from 
Tehran, Kerman, Isfahan, etc. If Komiteh members and Islamic Guards were 
chosen from among young Baluchis, they would have been more effective. And 
people would have trusted then. Why doesn't the government trust the 
Baluchis to assume the positions of Revolutionary Guards and Komiteh 
members? 


'29 Jul 79, p 5) 


Text] Unemployment and hunger are threatening the 2,000 residents of 

.4kShah, a township between Iranshahr and Chabahar. Many of that township's 

ee ee ee eee ee ee ee oe ee ce 
And Nikshahr as a whole is slumping. 


Nikshahr has 1 elementary school, a guidance school, and a health bureau. 

















us Suutenee otis ectstaal Sn Gael Secantiew, farming, and smuggling. 


The Sardars own farmlands and farmers work on these farmlands as piece- 
workers. 


As far as unsafe conditions are concerned, Qasrgand resembles all other 
locales in Baluchestan: 


"Uti Rasulbakhsh, official of the Bureau to Fight Malaria of the Qasrgand 
Region was certain about the causes of unsafe conditions in the area: "The 
feudal lords took weapons from the gendarmerie and have became our people's 
scourge. All these highway robberies and evil are effected with their 
connivance. If the government took away the weapons of the fewial lords, 
people would gladly deliver their own weapons to the goverrment.” 


Kadram, Sarush, Kamarzeh, and Nabakhsh are among the poorest villages of 
Qasrgand, where no city dweller has ever entered (except for officials 
in charge of the fight against malaria). 


These villages are absolutely devoid of schools, public baths, health and 
Other facilities. Mbst villagers live in sheds made of thorns ani palm 
tree leaves/branches. They have never used industrial machinery or ideas. 


Kadram residents consist of 20 families engaged in cattle raising. According 
to a resident, because of lack of food, Kadram residents often eat tree 
leaves. According to an office employee in Qasrgand: “Once they had brought 
a@ Kadram villager to town for medical treatment, When the villager noticed 
an automobile and a motocycle (things he hai never seen before) he thought 
the automobile was a live animal and the motocycle was its baby: these 


villagers thought and lived like prehistoric people...” 
"To Pakistan for 200 Tumans!" 


Within 40 kilometers of Chabahar, along an asphalted road, there is a 
passenger station for travel to Pakistan, surrounded by several special 
stores selling foreign goods. That area is called Nowbandian. Travelers to 
Pakistan board special jeeps stationed in liie without any need to secure 
passports. 




















The chauffeurs of jeeps shout with a Pakistani accent: “To Pakistan for 
200 Tumans! ‘To Pakistan for 200 Tumans!" 


The Baluchis travel to and from Pakistan via Nowbarndian. A Baluchi 
commented rion that travel and its restrictims, saying: “There is no 
border; gendarmes do not dare stop us: they are aware we are all armed.” 


Regarding the reason for his trip to Pakistan, the same Baluchi stated: 


“Half of my life is over there. I carry 2 identity cards, an Iranian and 
a Pakistani.” A jeep chauffeur who was Pakistani commented on his living 
conditions in broken Farsi: "Today times no good!” and on President 
Ziaolhag: “Ziaolhag is not a good president. ‘Ali Butto was gow.” 


Dashtyari, located north-east fram Chabahar, is another remote spot in 
Baiuchestan. It has 40,000 residents and completely lacks any facilities. 
All of these districts lack water and residents rely on rain water. accum- 
lated in ditches as marshes and swamps. All domestic animals, such as 
dogs, donkeys, and sheep, consume that same water. 


Generally residents are unaware of current issues prevailing in Iran and 
the political situation of the day, and are uninformed about the role of the 
recent Revolution. Many of them said: “Was there really a Revolution? 
What do you mean exactiy!" 


As pointed out earlier, the former Shah's land reforms had not been imple- 
mented in Baluchestan. However, with the collapse of agrialture, feudal 
relations in terms of land owership gave way to feudal relations in terms 
of ownership of individual by individual. In the past, during the harvest 


to forestall their eating dates while gathering then! 
prevalent in Baluchestan in various forms, even in Espakeh which, in terms of 
agriculture, is the best region in Baluchestan, and where landlord/farmers 
relations are more progressive. Indeed, in that district, 2/3 of the residents 
own farmlands, 1/2 are feudal, and the rest work for fexial lords, enjoying 
more humane relations than in other sections of Sistan-Baluchestan. 


Farmers claimed: “Generally the former Shah's land reforms lei to the 


lard 
In the Lashar region near Iranshahr there are villages (such as Kuch and 
Hamadan) which stretch along a caravan road until the heart of twisted, 
waterless, and grassless mountains. Villagers lack the most basic facilities, 
even washrooms. Because local water contains mineral salts, residents 
contract renal calculus [kidney stone). 














An old Baluchi man has been living 20 years in a grotto. 


Within 5 kilometers of the town of Saravan, in the Davarpanah village, after 
crossing a difficult and scorching desert, 2 old men are living inside 2 


has a sister, Khatun, who is living in the Golpuregan village. The brother 
and sister have been at adds ami have not seen each other for 20 years.” 


The old man told us he had been living 20 years in that grotto and that local 
residents were bringing him food. 


In his grotto there were fetid emells of rotten items. The grotto lookel 

more like a gutter than a hmwman dwell'ng place. When asked about the odors, 
the old man feigned ignorance: it was obvious he was used to it. But the 
man who said he knew the recluse stated: “The solitary dweller has had an 

extraordinarily colorful, and perilous life, and at one , 

Then a Zanedan doctor, decided to treat his eyes instead of making a pilgrim 
age to Mecca. He tells strange stories about his past, periodically : 
ting that he had fought wars for 40 years as a sergeant in the Carman, 
British, and Indian armies ...!" 





The old man was in no moad to elaborate on his past. Inside the grotto 
we only saw a worn-out quilt, 2-3 old stewpans and utensils, and a few 
other itens. 


The old man had no knowledge about developments in Iran , nor about anything 
around him. He said: "I only think about death." 
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[Text] To irrigate their farms, Baluchi peasants use a unit of measure 
called "tas." Generally, within 24 hours, a farmer is authorized to use 
2 tas of water. 


A tas is measured as follows: take 2 deep containers, a small and a large 
one. Pour water in the large one and place the small container which has 
a hole in the bottom over the large container which is filled with water 

so that water flows “rom the hole into the small container. When the 


Simultaneously with the filling of the small container, water flows to 
the farm of the peasant involved. The length of time elapsed is usually 20 
minutes. 


Bifects of Suffering, Joy, and Expectations eee 


Although Baluchi villages, because of economic and political calamities, 

have been collapsing more and more every day, the lively Baluchi people has 
always preserved its indigenous culture, customs, and folklore, and have 
transmitted these to the next generation as an eternal heritage. Those 
customs and traditions reflect the effects of suffering, joy, expectation, 
and moral/human characteristics of the Baluchis, although their general traits 
are the product of the tribal system which resembles that of their neighbors. 


Here are same Baluchi customs: 


If a child is born in a Baluchi town or village, the father announces the 
news to friends and acquaintances, saying to each: "Rejoice, Gholamuki 
was born," to which friends reply: "May the Lord make him happy!" 


Subsequently there is an evening gathering viiere family members and friends 
collectively select a name for the infant. For 6 consecutive evenings 
friends come to visit the newborn's family. 


Relations between girls and boys between families are limited. However 
adults select girls and boys while they are still children to be married 
when they grow up. Such a predisposed fate for children which originates 
in feudal relations in Baluchestan has adverse effects om children. For 
example if a girl is asked why she is not attending school she might reply: 
"My husband does not permit me to." 


A Baluchi wedding ceremony consists of the following: 3 nights ahead of 
time friends are notified of the wedding. 

















The second night involves the ritual of dyeing the bride with henna, for 
is taken to a brook for bathing. 





she 
The third night is the wedding party. The next day people come to visit 
the bride and bridegroom, presenting them with “litoki" [gifts]. 

Suran 


The Holiday or the Suran Circumcision Celebraticn involves a 
Special ceremony, performed by relativelywell-to-do families. 


A week in advance musicians are invited and, for 6 full days, they dance 
and celebrate. During that time, close relatives and friends are enter- 
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in Sistan-Baluchestan: Khans are buried with their beds, mourned and 
lamented. And, on the following evening, guests are given halvas and rice. 
However, when the deceased happened to be a poor person, he is purely and 
Simply buried, without any mourning ceremony. 


As customary among the Sunnis, on the anniversaries of the martyrdoms of 
te 


Political Organizations Active in Baluchestan 


The proliferation of Khans and highway robbers in Baluchestan has created 
many unsafe and seditious conditions. These seditions are aimed at making 
the people distrustful of activities by progressive Islamic and democratic 


forces supported by the people. 


The Baluchi Cultural and Political Society [BCPS], affiliated with the 
Democratic Organization of the People of Baluchestan, has converted the 
former SAVAK building in the administrative center of the province into 

&@ Baluchi House. Thanks to the support of young Baluchis, BCPS has exposed 
many plots instigated by the Khans ani fleeing agents of the former regime, 
especially SAVAK agents. And in this regard it has held meetings and demons- 
trations. 


In its declarations, BCPS has accused the Council of Experts to protect 
the interests of capitalists and the influential. And it considers its 








Guty to attract and organize Baluchi toiling masses and engage in pro- 
paganda, and cistribution of literature. Because it is convinced that 
through such efforts it can offset Baluchis' relative political backwardness 
as compared to other sections of Iran. 


BCPS has outlined its program on page 24 of its publication, MAKRAN, as 
follows: 


"At present all decisions pertaining to Sistan-Baluchestan are made in 
Tehran and communicated to their stooges whan they have appointed themselves... 


Tehran-based bosses appoint and dismiss, imprismm and set free. ™ the 
whole, the Baluchis are not permitted to have any say. That is why the 
Baluchis must struggle to establish local and regional councils for decision- 


-». The Baluchis must themselves make decisions concerning Baluchestan's 
mineral resources (uranium, etc.), natural resources (water, land) or 
about forestalling its towns from becoming military bases for imperialism. 


Likewise, the Baluchis must themselves choose their administrative 


officials (governors general, governors, etc) and, when necessary, 
replace them. 


The Baluchis believe in freedom of speech and the press. 


The Baluchis are forced to operate all business -- government offices and 
even schools --in the Persian language, instead of their native tongue, 
the Baluchi language. The Baluchi language is not being taught in any 
school. No publication is printed in the Baluchi language ... This state 
of affairs has caused the gradual disappearance of the Baluchi language 
and its replacement by Farsi." 


LCPS emphasizes that “all traditions of Baluchi tribes and their 
culturehave been obliterated and that the Baluchis are prohibited fron 
wearing their national garb in official places." 


A propos of freedom of religion, BCPS points out: 





“All Baluchis are Sunnis. Although we believe there is similarity and 
<inship between the various branches of Islam, we condem the imposition of 
ideas and views of any one of these on others ... Policies and decision- 
aking in religious matters affecting Sistan-Baluchestan must be effected in 
accordance with Sunnism, the religion of the majority of Baluchis. Diffe- 
rences existing right now between Shiiem and other religious minorities 
mist be eliminated in Iran's future social system. In areas with a Sunni 
majority, official holidays, radio and television programs, and religious 


instruction in schools, etc. must conform to Sunnism." 


40 





As to “the right to life and happiness” BCPS declares: “The per capita 
incame of the region does not exceed several mundred Tumans a year. Most 
j are illiterate and their situation in terms of hygiene is lament- 
able." 


In closing, the declaration stresses that: 


"We are opposed to any type of secession, on the part of any group, 
expressed under any pretext.” 


Ensuring Safety Through the Khans! 

In another declaration, NABARD-E BALUCH ("The Baluchi Battle”), supporting 
the Democratic Organization of the People of Baluchestan, has exposed the 

political background of some current Khans in Sistan-Baluchestan, revealing 
that they had been agents of the former regime, and warning that they are 

preparing new armed plots and treacherous activities against the Baluchis. 
Same of the Khans thus implicated include: 


1. Karimbakhsh Sa‘idi, Chabahar representative during 4 sessions of the 
Majles; 


2. ‘Isakhan Mobaraki, Lranshahr representative during several sessions of 
the Majles; 


3. Mohammadkhan Mirlashari, Baluchi representative at the recent session 
of the Majles; 


4. Bahman Barkazahi, Baluchi representative at the recent session of the 
Majles; 


5. Mirmowladad Mirja‘i, Chabahar repre-entative in the Majles; 
6. Mowladad Sardarzahi. 
That declaration further warns: 


"Every plotting stooge of the Khans has been given 60 to 100 weapons by 
military agents of the govermment of the Iranian Islamic Republic and 
Major Zia'i, commander of Iranshahr's gendarmerie regiment, ostensibly 
for the purpose of ensuring security by the Khans." 
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[Text] The Democratic Organization of the People of Baluchestan has stated 
the following in a communique released on the occasion of the visit to 
Baluchestan of Ayatollah Khameneyi, representing the Government: 


"Instead of getting in touch with the Baluchi people, Ayatollah Khameneyi 
established contact with local reactionary elements, including Haj Karia- 
Bakhsh Sa‘idi tribe." 


The Organization has further claimed, that according to an agreement, he 
has been given 800 pieces of arms, to enable him to preserve the security 
of the area, but “instead of preserving security, Karim-Bakhsh Sa‘ idi 
usurped the district of Karambid, and was even planning to carry away the 
equipment of Kanarak base, which was prevented by the people." 


This Organization has claimed also, that Seyyed Ahmad Khordegir, the notor- 
ious torturer of SAVAK, is enjoying the protection of certain ‘khan's of 

the area. In the meantime, attacks have also been made on Mowlavi Qamareddin, 
leader of the Mowlavi f{[dervishes] sect of Iranshahr, and ‘Abdol-Vahed 
Armian, leader of the Justice-seeking Front of Baluchestan. 


The Democratic Organization of the People of Baluchestan has condemned 

the suggestion of Danesh Naruyi, Governor General of Sistan-Baluchestan, 
to the effect that the former deputies of the Majles should be exempted 
from repaying their salaries received in the previous years. The Organi- 
zation has, in a second statement, proposed that councils be formed in the 
schools, corporations, government and military organizations, as well as 
in the rural districts and cities of Baluchestan. Also, it has expressed 
{ts opposition to appointments made from “above,” and all kinds of dicta- 
torial attitudes, including censorship, have been condemned. 











The Organization is of the opinion, that the properties and belongings ef 
antirevolutionary elements and local reactionaries should be confiscated 
and transferred to the Revolution Council. 


Struggle against all types of “secession,” and opposition to anti-revolu- 
tionary and local reactionary elements, aimed at restoring the rights of 
the Baluchi people, are additional points brought up in that statement. 
Present government authorities in Baluchestan, especially Ebrahim Mobaraki, 
Rigi and Gomshadzehi, have also been criticized by the Organization. 





The supporters of the Organization have written slogans on the city-walls 
of Zahedan as follows: 


"The Baluchi people will continue its struggle until it attains autonomy"; 
"The leader of the Kurdish and Baluchi peoples is ‘Ezzedin Hoseyni"; "Seces- 
sionist movement will perish, but autonomy will be victorious.” 


Other Activity Groups: 


The Moslems’ Unity Party is another active organization in Baluchestan, 
which has a great many supporters among the people, and especially among 
the “khan"s. 


The party in question operates under Mowlavi ‘Abdol-‘Aziz, and the aim 
pursued by it, according to the: leader of the party, is to organize the 
Moslems, and create unity between the Shi‘ite and Sonnite sects. All of 
the followers of the Mowlavi [dervishes] sect resident in various cities 
of Baluchestan are supporters of this party, and are engaged in propagating 
its principles among the masses. Mowlavi Nazar-Mohammad, resident in 
Saravan, Mowlavi Sattar and Movlavi Yar-Mohammad in Khash, and Mowlavi 
Qamareddin in Iranshai\r, are active supporters of this party. 


Some time ago a statement was issued by this party, in which Imam Khomey- 
ni’s leadership had been praised, and, in the meantime, it contained an 
expression of protest against Principle 13 of the Draft Constitution. The 
party had demanded to eliminate the mention of the Shi'‘ite and Sonnite 
sects, especially when it came to the election of the President of the 
Islamic State. 


The Moslems" Unity Party is opposed to Communism whatever its name, form 
and shape might be, and it condemns the policies adopted by the Soviets 
and Taraki in Afghanistan. 


The branch of this party in Saravan, during a rally held on 20 June of the 
current year, and attended by ‘lowlavi Nazar Mohammad, required to stop 

circulating accusations directed against Sonnite leaders, in order to pre- 
vent dissension among the followers of Islam. It was also emphasized, that 
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the Governor General should be granted full powers by the Government, and 
in order to prevent poverty and deviation of the people of Baluchestan, 
jobs and employment should be provided for them, and efforts should be made 
to revive and promote agricultural activities. 


The Khash Tribes also, affiliated with the Moslems’ Unity Party, during their 
third meeting in May of the current year, held in the city of Khash, requested 
that Ayatollah Talegqani set up a representation in the provincial capital of 
Sistan and Baluchestan. Also they presented a request to the Governor Gen- 
eral, asking him to bring into existence a committee, aimed at creating order 
in the area. This branch, following in the footsteps of Molavi ‘Abdol-'‘Aziz, 
the leader of the party, has also requested autonomy for Baluchestan, under 
the leadership of Imam Khomeyni. 


In addition to these two groups, there exist also a number of other organiza- 
tions in the province of Sistan-Baluchestan as follows: "Da-Neshjuyan-e 
Mosalman-e Baluch" [Moslem Baluchi Students’ Party]; "Jame'e-Ye Sistaniha" 
[Society of Sistanis]; "Sazeman-e Javanan-e Pishtaz-e Mojahedin-e Baluch" 
(Organization of Progressive "Mojahedin" of Baluchi Youths], and "Jebhe-Ye 
‘Adalatkhah” [Justice-seeking Front]. These groups, for the most part, 
exercise influence and are active in areas close to the urban districts of 
Zabol. 


Another group, consisting of active elements operating especially in the 
cultural field, is the organization of "Daneshjuyan-e Pishgam-e Daneshgah-e 
Baluchestan" [Vanguard Students of the University of Baluchestan]. In a 
statement released by this group, the reactionary elements of the university 
have been condemned, because they have been requiring the dissolution of the 
university and the dismissal of the University Council. The statement goes 
on to say, that SAVAK elements of the university, contrary to other univer- 
sities, have not yet been purged. 


All of these groups, listed above, advocate the concept of autonomy within 
tue framework of Iran, and they all condemn secessionism, and continue to 
wage a struggle against secessionists. 


Insurgents -- real nuisance for Baluchi people: 


The nuisance and insurgency of a large number of highway robbers in Baluch- 
estan have had their deep impact on the creation of discontent and com 
vlaints among the inhabitants of Baluchestan and Sistan. 


"he armed group called "nar-gorazan," headed by Rasulbakhsh and ‘Azam, has 
made life unbearable for the inhabitants of Chah-Bahar and Kanarak, by its 
continuous acts of seizing hostages, threats, intimidations and robberies. 
The population of these two cities have often asked the government to have 
those elements suppressed and liquidated. 
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Damages caused by armed groups of robbers, who are undoubtedly being backed 
and strengthened by a number of “khan"s and puppet elements of the U.S. 
imperialism, are leaving their impact through the entire area of Baluchestan 
and Sistan, and, as a result, most events of a mysterious nature are being 
ascribed to them. For example, in the last week of April of this year a 
gendarmerie Range Rover vehicle was attacked by a number of suspicious ele- 
ments at kms 5 of Iranshahr--Chahderaz road. One soldier was killed, and 

2 gendarmes were injured. The intent of the assailants was to disarm the 
military personnel. 


During the last week of July of the current year, 4 jeeps and mountain-sta- 
tion vehicles, carrying 15 gunmen and a large number of club-wielding per- 
sons, headed by Shamak (Shahmorad), entered the city of Saravan, and under 
the guise of Islam, they began to shout: “Islam is victorious, and Commu- 
nism has been annihilated.” They then attacked 2 book-stores, and the city 
library which had recently been established by the youths of the city. The 
librarian was then forced to set the books on fire. At the time when 
Shahmak's group was within the city, its personnel were not pursued and 
arrested by the armed officials of the police, and the patrols hid thenm- 
selves in a shop when they noticed the members of the group. Commenting 
on the assault, one teacher at Saravan made this remark: Shahmak is an 
instrument in the hands of the “khan"s and is their agent. By such moves 
they intend to create terror and harassment among the people, and by ex- 
ploiting the religious sentiments of the inhabitants, to stage a display 

of power, aimed at reviving the feudal system of the “khan"s, which had 
recently been endangered by a number of struggling Baluchi and Sistani 
youths." 





Shahmak is one of the notorious insurgents of the Saravan region, and is 
resident at the village of Bamposht. He is the man involved in the robbery 
of the Suran village bank in Saravan, and a number of other cases of theft 
and highway robberies. 


According to a large number of inhabitants of the area, once he killed two 
people for personal matters, and the “khan"s have always used him against 
their opponents. 


In the reign of the former regime he had undergone training at Baghdad for 
guerrilla warfare, and after re-entering Iran he was arrested, and became 
a SAVAK agent serving in Baluchestan. Since that time he has committed 
many crimes against local intellectuals, in accordance with directives 
given to him by SAVAK. 
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Khan plunderers in the Dashtyari (Kahir) regicn. 


Rasulbakhsh and ‘Azam are among those who take orders fram nobody amd are 
bent on continuing their plundering operations. 
the 


Dadshah was among bandits killed on the pretext of differing with Khans. 
Years ago he took an American woman as an hostage and fled to the mountains. 
His brother, sister, wife, and same friends accompanied him. While fleeing, 
the American woman was killed by a member of the Dadshah group and reportedly 
under Dadsha's orders. Because of that, gendarmes surrounded them. Dadshah, 
who trusted cnly Ebrahimkhan Lashari among the Khans, believed Lashari's 
promise and decided to surrender to gendarmes ... Subsequently Dadshah was 


executed. 


*Isakhan Mobaraki who played a major role in that adventure, married 
Dadshah's widow after having kept her captive. 


In Farvardin [21 March-20 April) in Iranshahr, several bandits kidnapped 
the child of a prominent family, demanding a ranson of 100,000 Tumans 

from Sheykh 'Abdolahi, Iranshahr's most famous capitalist. He was the 
representative for the Toyota and Benz companies and owned Iranshahr's 
pharmacy. The incident ended up with the intercession of a Sardar’ ~and the 
payment of 30,000 Tumans. In this adventure Sheykh ‘Abdolahi's stores were 
set on fire. According to many Iranshahr residents, ‘Abdolahi was an 
important agent of the Shah's regime. Now, beqiuse his background has been 
exposed, he has been put behind bars in Kerman. 


I*kewise, in Zabol, a teacher, ‘Abas'ali Mowli, who had been killed under 
mysterious circumstances, has been linked to a group of thugs affiliated 
with SAVAK. 


Unsafe Roads 


‘any Baluchis who travel from town to town speak of the cruelty of highway 
cobbers: when robbers attack they demand even the clothes people have cn. 
Sthers have claimed that highway robbers would not 

they were acquainted. But the lack of physical security in 

has led poor residents (the majority) to arm themselves with inexpensive 
old weapons while wealthier residents have —— themselves with more 
modern weapons. Hence, while traveling, the butts of their rif 
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3. Isma’ilshahian Shabuzi 


4. Dinmohammad Shahuzi; 
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Ahuran, Major Robbers’ Center 


Generally highway robbers differ fram amugglers in goods, narcotics, and 
weapons. On many occasions highway robbers engage in scuffles among the 
selves over the killing of anmugglers . 


In a small inn in Kenarak, we got acquainted with Hoseyn Aga, a heroin 
gmuggler, who told us he lived in Masjed Soleyman. All the people in the inn 
were addicts. Heroin had attracted a Kermanshah resident to this area. 
Another addict, Rasul Yadegari said that his brother Fahim was killed when 
carrying smuggled heroin and escaping from Revolutionary Guards on the 
Yazd-Tehran Road. He stated: “I had bought on credit 500,000 Tumans worth 
of foreign goods from the port ([Chabahar] to sell without paying taxes 

in Tehran, through smuggling. However, my truckload was seized and confis- 


cated by the Revolutionary Guards.” 
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In the port of Chabahar, the arrival of smuggled 
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lers in 
amuggled goods from everywhere flood Chabahar for “shopping.” Smuggled 

items ranging from garments and electric appliances to motorcycles, tele- 
vision sets , etc. cover the seashore. 


Under the former Shah, smuggling was not engaged into so openly and, if 
caught, smugglers had to bribe gendarmes to retain their cargoes. 


The robbers’ major center in Baluchestan is a remote and mountainous area 
called Ahuran. Militarily, it has major importance: because of its geogra- 


The director of the Rasak military base, Kalki, is a Baluchi non-conmissioned 
officer. He enjoys much influence and prestige in the region and maintains 
good relations with the Baluchis. On numerous cccasions Ive has recapture’ 
stolen automobiles from highway robbers and returned then to their owners. 


At present the Baluchi people are anxiously awaiting the government's 
ccackdown on highway robbers and other undesirables to make the area safe. 
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The social makeup of Sistan-Baluchestan, econamically anc politically, is 
generally based on the tribal system.However, apart from social j 
amd classification, there are also scattered urban forces with workers and 
retail tradesmen. 

The Khans: Absolute Rulers 

A tribal hierarchy includes: 


1 - The Khan. This is the chief of the tribe. He 
servants. He has authority over riflemen and the religious leader. 


2 - the “Kadkhoda” [Village Headman]. Within a tribe, the power of a 
Village Headman is second only to that of the Khan. Because of his wealth 


5 - The Farmer, without water and property, who earns the lowest wages in 
exchange for most of the labor. 


6 - Slaves and serfs working for the Khan, Village Headman, and Arbab. 
Some slaves work as camel drivers or are involved in farming, and their 
wives toil side by side with them in feeding camels and pulling the grass. 
However men are not used to sending their daughters to school. 
Productive work in a tribe is carried out by Farmers. In Baluchestan 
farming involves dates, corn, cereals, mats, and, in some areas, fish and 
Salt. Nevertheless, profits derived from such farming go to the Khans, 
Village Headmen, and Arbabs. 


In the LIranshahr-Chabahar area there are 6 tribes living together. The 
Khans dominate that area with their influence. The 6 tribes are: 


l. The Mobaraki tribe 
2. The Lashari tribe 

3. The Shirani tribe 

4. The sardarzahi tribe 
5. The Sa'idi tribe 
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6. The Barakzahi tribe 


The Sardar of the Mobaraki tribe, ‘Isakhan Mobaraki, who had been a highway 
robber in the past, is illiterate and uninformed in political matters. 


After turning himself over to the Shah's regime, he was appointed 
governor of Iranshahr. Later he entered the Majles as Iranshahr's bogus 
representative. Furthermore, ‘Isa Mobaraki was an employee of the Ministry 
of Court amd the official consultant of ‘Alam, the Court Minister under the 


deposed Shah. 


Mohammadkhan Lashari is the Sardar of the Lashari tribe. For years he had 
been the bogus representative of Iranshahr residents in the Shah's bogus 
Majies. 


The area served by the Shirani tribe includes Manuj and [illegible], 
which are the most populous in Baluchestan. The heads of this tribe 
are Sardar Sa‘ idkhan, Sardar Hoseynkhan, Sardar Eslamkhan, and Sardar 
‘Alikhan (the last representative of feudal lords who surrendered to 
the former Shah). Bahramkhan Shirani is the chief of the Shirani tribe. 


The Shireni tribe has been active in crgcking down on Rasulbakhsh and 
‘Azam, riflemen who have been warring with them as bandits. 


The chief of the Sardarzahi tribe, ‘Abadikhan, had at first been a secessionist 
After a tout of duty in Bagdad, he became an opponent of the Shah's regime. 
However, after his defeat, he surrendered and served the regime. ‘Abadikhan's 
brother, Mirmowladadkhan Sardarzahi, has, for same time, been trafficking 

in emaggling weapons and guards. 


Hajkarimbakhsh Sa'idi is the chief of the Sa'idi tribe. Earlier he had 
been the political advisor of Court Minister ‘Alam on Baluchi and 
Pakistani matters, and held a hostile attitude towards the Baluchis and 
the Pakistanis. As a reward for his services he had represented Chabahar 
2. 3 Majles sessions. 


The son of Dustmohammadkhan (the famous Sardar under Reza Shah) is the 
chief of the Barakzahi tribe. He was appointed representative of the 
Saravan County in the Majles. According to a local publication, 
JAMBARAN, Iranshahr's gendarmerie regiment has made available same weapons 
vo him and Mohammad Mirlashari. 


All the Khans of Sistan-Baluchestan have banded together in a coalition aimed 
against the Baluchi people. Furthermore, in other counties of that province, 


large tribes wield influence and enjoy prestige. 











In Khash, the chief of the Rigi tribe is Sardar Haddadkhan Rigi and Tagikhan 
Rigi is anong its Sardars. 





Baluchi people is weak because it has neither electricity nor petroleum! 
It's been same time now that petroleam is not being delivered to the people 
any more. As we Baluchis say: ‘What's God's property should belong to Gal's 
creatures!" The Moslem goverrment must establish a just society. 


In Espakeh I worked with the commander of the base in charge of the ballot 
box for the referendum of the Islamic Republic. During 2 days of votin; 
nobody voted. But because we were all fanatical Moslems, we droppei 














In this same connection, Karim Mirlashari, another Khan of the Iranshahr- 
Chabahar area stated; 


“At present 1/4th of our people have migrated to Arab and other neighboring 
countries to find jobs and make a living. And yet, if facilities are made 

available, we can have our own agriculture. Thousands of hectares of arable 
land have been left unused. 


us. But we are patriotic and have been rejecting their offers ers. The Baluchis 


We have heard that same want to disarm us.We have several thousand armed 
people. If the government wishes to see calm prevail in the region, it 
must charge us with the control of the situation, grant us the right to 
autonomy, and take non-Baluchi Islamic Guards out of Sistan-Baluchestan: 
they understand neither our people's language, nor the situation in this 
region." 


We asked him: "Where did you get your weapons?" 


Mirlashari replied: "We've had old weapons for some time now. And we are 
buying new ones. We buy the UZ's, ZH-3's, Berneaux, and each bullet 
respectively at 15,000, 18,000, 20,000, and 30 Tumans. We have been doing 
our utmost and buying arms to ficht against lawlessness and unsafe conditions. 
We will oppose any force trying to disarm us!" 


Intrigues to Sow Discords 


Up until the recent Iranian Revolution, all Iranian peoples, including 

the Sistanis-Baluchis, had banded together against imperialism and there 
had been no obvious dissidence in political and religious matters. However, 
a*ter the victory of the Revolution, a cleavage emerged within our masses. 


The 2 revolutionary forces consisted of Shiite Sistanis-Baluchis and young 
leftist Sunnis. Both groups had been most active in exposing the abuses 
of the deposed Shah's regime. The Shiites are concentrated mostly in 
“ahedan, Zabol, and Bazman, but are also found in other towns of Sistan- 
~aluchestan. 





wince the toppling of the Shah, SAVAK agents and some Khans have engaged in 
provocations to sow discord between Shiite and Sunnite Baluchis. Just a few 
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days after the victory of the Revolution, a group of henchmen of the Khans, 
brought on several trucks and tractors to Iranshahr, set about breaking 
windows and ransacking stores owned by Shiites. That group of assailants 
is not representative of Baluchi Sunnis: Baluchi Shiite and Sunni 
brethren have lived side by side, associated and transacted with one another 
on the market for years without any conflict or discord. 


A similar incident occurred in Saravan on a smaller scale: a few mercenaries 
attacked the places of business of Saravan's Shiites and forced many of then 
to flee the town. 


=Such repeated incidents reflect the distress of antirevolutionary agents 
about the awakening of the oppressed Iranian peoples, irrespective of their 


Likewise, in Zabol, agents of the previous regime, who are still busy 
sowing discords in Baluchestan, managed to gather a group of uninfarmed 
peasants and incited them to ransack properties owned by Shiite residents. 
Once again the plotters were aiming at sowing dissensions among the Shiites 
and Sunnis. 


The Moslems of Sistanm-Baluchestan, both Shiites and Sunnis, have time 


against either the Shiites ar the Sunnis. amd forestall premeditated scuffies 
such as those in Naqdeh, Sanandaj, Gonbad, Khorramshahr, Marivan, etc. 
According to a Sunni resident of Saravan: "“SAVAK was inciting us to drive 


those who have protested twice so far against the command post in this area 
and have demanded the voiding of Article 13 in the Draft Cor.stituticn, 


the Shah's regime has been toppled, the rampant unemployement in Sistan- 
Baluchestan has forced them to practice smuggling, thereby exacerbating 
living conditions already made unbearable by the oppressive domination 

of the Khans and the Baluchi tribal systen. 


It is most unfair to accuse the Baluchis of being pro-Shah: e like 
Kambuzia, who used to be tortured by the Shah's agents now hold public 








offices; the Shah's army used to throw live people to their deaths 
fram atop fortresses in Bampur, Iranshahr, Sarbaz, Davarpanah, Kuhak, 
and the Baluchis remember all that with bitterness and have staged 
mumerous anti-imperialistic marches. 


The Russians Are Coming! 


In many Baluchi stores one can see the picture of Afghan Sunnis’ leader 
who is battling against Taraki. This reflects Iranian Baluchis' strong 
friendship for Afghan Baluchis. 


From what a few Baluchis were saying after returning from Afghanistan 

it was apparent that Afghan peasants who have become landowners by Taraki 
sympathize with him , but do not dare supporting him’. Groups of Afghans 
are seeking refuge in Iran and Pakistan because of drought conditions 
and political unrest in Afghanistan. 


A Baluchi claimed having robbed a Russian army car and using it in 
Baluchestan. Some others were talking about stealing weapons in 
Afghanistan. And, in general, because of the Russian role in . 

and false propaganda by the Shah's regime to the effect that if the Shah 
goes, the Russians will came to Baluchestan, the Baluchis tend to regard 


all foreigners as Russians. Upon seeing same foreigners, the Baluchi 
children exclaim: “The Russians are coming!" 


From our talk with several Pakistanis, we gathered that armed clashes 
were still going on between the people and the army in Pakistani 
Baluchestan. Same Moslem Pakistanis are helping the anti~Taraki forces. 
At the invitation of Pakistan's MARDOM party, led by Butto's wife, many 
Pakistani Baluchis fought and died in a domestic war . 


Apart from insecurity along roads due to the proliferation of highway 
robbers, the Baluch’3 also complain about insecurity in terms of natural 
disasters, such as «arthquakes in Kashikur, Sarbaz, Rasak; the Talagardun 
volcano in the Jabal Mountain Range, and floods around Iranshahr. 


Kashikur, Sarbaz, and Rasak residents hang their brass and copper 
ustensils ard, when these become “noisy,” the residents are alerted to 
the emergence of an earthquake! 


‘he winds which blow for 4 months in Sistan at a speed of 70 kilaneters 
un hour are among other scourges of the residents. The average rainfall 
in this province averages 47 centimeters, which is a pittance. 











At present, although nearly 6 months have gone by since the victory of 
the Revolution, problems and inequities have ballooned in Sistan-Baluchestan. 
The local "Komiteh" in several parts of this province (especially in 
Zahedan and Zabol), consisting of non-Baluchis, are incapable of solving 
the problemsn of this province: it is imperative that local residents 
assume that task. Residents of this province have brought this issue to 
the attention of the governor. Mm 15 Tir [6 July], at the Rasuli inter- 
section in Zahedan an armed scuffle broke out between 2 groups of Zahedan 
residents. Members of the Kamiteh were campelled to intervene and put an 
end to it. However people were frightened and angrily attacked the 
Komiteh members. Because people had not cooperated with the Guards, the 
scuffle ended up with the wounding of a number of Guards. 


In addition to the need for organizing local guards, the govermment has 
a major role to play with respect to the economic backwardness of the 
Sistani-Baluchi people. The establishment of cooperatives selling major 
food staples such as flour, oil, rice at low prices to the people is 
absclutely essential. A model of such cooperatives was set up in Khash 
and proved to be a huge success. 


The government is also obligated to void the indebtedness of farmers 
vis-a-vis banks. Likewise, helping people to develop handicrafts 

such as pottery, embroidery, needlepoint, etc. can go a long way toward 
reducing the squandering of people's energies. 


Sistan-Baluchestan is a land with abundant mineral deposits (petroleum, 
gas, copper, coal, etc.) 


Future government projects in this province must aim at eliminating 

same of the most glaring problems and inequities. Formost among projects 
must be the creation of employment centers and the resumption of centers 
of employment which have closed down. 


This year's budget for Sistan-Baluchestan amounts 20 million Tumans. 
According to the Governor General of Sistan-Baluchestan, that amount matches 
last year's budget. Such a budget does nct meet the needs of the province. 


Madani, Commander of the Navy and Governor General of Khuzestan has promised 
that the Chabahar base will be turned into southern fisheries. Such a 
conversion might have a great impact in terms of providing employment. The 
establishment of canned food plants in Zabol and Chobahar, which are on 
the agenda of the Governor General might also prove most beneficial. 


Likewise the opening of an agricultural college in Zahk, Sistan, which have 
been promised by the goverrment, will prove beneficial. 


However, the allocation of 160 apartments in Zahedan to a group of govern- 
ment. employees does not solve the housing problem i:: that area. 
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Puture government projects in Sistan-Baluchestan include: 

the asphalting of the Shuregaz-Mirjaveh Road (360-kilometers lon), 

the asphalting of the Bam-Zahedi, Khash-Saravan, and Zahedan-Zabol Roads, 

for which groundwork had been laid under the Shah's regime. The implementation 
of these projects will have a constructive effect for development . But let us 
remember: to forestall the explosion of the Sistani-Baluchi "bomb" it is 
imperative that the most fundamental problems are solved expeditiously. 
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